

Before conducting a Standard Pat-down: 

• Advise the individual of the need to conduct the 
search. 

• Briefly describe the Standard Pat-down process to the 
individual by mentioning: 

- Clothed areas of the body will be searched. 


Teaching Point: Here is an 
example of a statement a TSO 
could use: 


The back of the hands will be used when touching 
sensitive areas. 


“Hello, I need to conduct a Standard ~ Provide a hands-off demonstration in the air (not 

Pat-down. During ttds procedure, l on the individual or the TSO) for: 

will be physically searching your 

entire person, which will be o The groin, buttocks ,and upper inner thigh for 

conducted using the front of my males 

hands. When I get to sensitive areas 

such as (male - buttocks and groin O The groin, buttocks, breast areas, and upper 

area; female - buttocks, groin and inner thigh for females 

breast area), nibe using the back of 

my hands in this fashion - Offer the individual a private screening, 

[demonstrate this procedure in 
the air, not on self or another 
T50]. 


To clear your inner thigh areas, 1 will 
be placing one hand on your hip and 
one hand on your upper inner thigh, 
which 1 will gently raise to the point 
that the thigh meets the torso 
[demonstrate this procedure in 
the air, not on self or another 
TSO| and then slide dawn. Would 
you prefer to do this in a private 
screening area?’ 


WARNING; Tht> record conUlm Se rai t tv e Secunty Information that Is controlled undo 49CFR pertx 15 end 1320 No 
port at this record nay be disclosed to perrons without« "need to know/ os defined in 49 C F R Porte 15 and 1520, 
except with the written permission erf the Admi n ist rat o r erf the Tr ans p ortation Security Administration or the Sec r e t o r y 
of Transportation Unauthorized release mey result in deil pcnolty or othre action For US government agenda, public 
diodorure is governed by 5 U S C 552 and 49 C P R Parts 15 end 1520 
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Sl ido 20: Assessments . uni Advisements 

I-, Wit vnwMIMt 

\ 



Teaching Point; Inform the 
participants that some individuals 
will fail to disclose information 
about his or her disability or 
medical condition, particularly 
when it is a hidden disability, A 
TSO needs to apply critical 
thinking skills and situational 
awareness while conducting the 
Standard Pat-down to make sure 
that there axe no problem areas 
which have not been identified 
before starting the Standard Pat - 
do wn. 


Ask the individual if there are any areas of his or her body 
that may be sensitive or painful to the touch, or if he or she is 
wearing any external or implanted medical devices. 

If such an area is identified, use caution and the lightest 
pressure possible to still be able to clear the area of prohibited 
items. 

Offer a private screening. 


intuition to better discern the 
individual’s condition. 


Teaching Point; Inform 
participants that additional 
procedures will be used to screen 
medical devices and will be 
covered in the Individuals with 
Disabilities or Medical Conditions 
Adjunct Module later In the course. 


WARMNC.-'niUrtcorfaxitaini Sensitive Srrorlty Info^tkin that U 49 C F R pertr 15 end 152D No 

port of thii record may be dlacWd to pmon withouta 'need to know,' u defined in 49 C F R Parts 15 Bid 1520, 
orept with the written p.ymtittUn of the Arfadrdelralor o i the TrwuporUtlnn Security Adndnlstraticn or the Secretly 
of Transportation Unaulhortned release mey result tn civil penalty or other action For US go v ern m ent agande* public 

disclosure b governed by 5 U S C 552 ind 49 C F R Ports 15 and 1520 
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Slide 21: General I eehniiiues 


The Standard Pat-down requires that all areas of an 
individual's body and clothing are visually and physically 
inspected. 

Unless specifically directed otherwise in this lesson, use tire 
front of the hands in a sliding motion. 

Use just enough steady pressure to decide that no prohibited 

items including the following are present: 

Teaching Point: Inform v 

participants that die amount of • Explosives 




Teaching Point: Briefly explain 
that some explosives are pliable 
and can be molded to the shape of 
the body underneath garments. 


• Explosive vest 

• Explosive component 

• Non-metallic weapons 

• Any other prohibited items 



The Standard Pat-down includes a pat-down of sensitive 
areas of the body using a sliding motion. 

Sensitive areas are different depending upon the individual's 
gender: 

• Female areas include breasts, groin, and buttocks 

' • Male areas include groin and buttocks 

When conducting a pat-down of sensitive areas, use the backs 
of the hands. 


Slide 2ft: Non - Sensitive Areas 
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Slide 32: Waistline 



Teaching Point; Remind 
participants to advise the 
individual before turning or 
pulling any article of clothing. 


After searching the back and side areas: 

• Ask the individual to raise and hold die shirt just 
enough to allow a waistline search if it is covering the 
waistband. 


• Search the entire waistband by pinching it between the 
duirnb and forefingers and sliding to the odier side 
seam of the waistband. 

To dear the clothed area behind the waistband: 

• Gently pull the waistband outward enough to use the 
front of one hand in a sliding motion to search the 
individual's clothed body behind the waistband. 

• Do not touch bare skin. 


Facilitated Discussion: Facilitate a brief discussion. 



Ask: What challenges will you encounter when 
conducting the Standard Pat-dojon procedures at the screening 
checkpoint? 

Answer: Answers may include die following: 

• Different body types 

• Variety of apparel and attire 

• Sensitive areas 

• The importance of using adequate pressure to detect 
anomalies 


Teaching Point: This slide will 

continue onto the next page. __ 

WARNING: ThU recard contains Sensitive Security Information that Is controlled under 49 C F it parte 15 and 1520 No 
part rfttU* record may be dtecleard to perton* without a 'need to know,' e* defined irt49CFR Part* 15 and 1520, 
except with the written penniniea of the Administrator of the Transportation Security AdmtntetraUea or the Secretary 
of Transportation Unauthortoed release may remit in civil penally or other aeteen For U S government agencies, public 
disclosure!* governed bjr 5 US C 552aod49CFR Part* 15and 1520 
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If the individual's pants are loose and baggy, ask him or her 
to grasp the pleats or belt loops and raise die pants as high as 
possible. If a disability or medical condition prevents an 
individual from doing this unassisted, ask for the individual's 
permission before assisting to raise the pants. 

When searching the buttocks area: 

• Use the back of the hands. 

• Conduct multiple downward slides on the buttocks 
starting at the waistband and continuing to the lower 
contour of the buttocks. 




Teaching Point: Remind the 
participants to observe the 
clothing as they slide their hands 
looking for anomalies and never 
to reach around to areas they 
cannot see; (for example, the front 
of the leg) from behind the 
individual. 

Teaching Point: If a disability or 
medical condition prevents an 
individual from doing this 
unassisted, ask for the 
individual's permission before 
assisting to raise the pants. 


If the individual's pants are loose and baggy, ask him or her 
to grasp the pleats or belt loops and raise the pants as high as 
possible. If the individual is wearing a flowing skirt, contour 
the skirt fabric to die individual's body. 

Search the back of the legs by completing the following: 

• With the palms touching die legs, place one hand on 
die hip and the odier hand on the upper inner thigh. 

• Carefully move the hand on the inner thigh upward 
where the leg and torso meet. 

• Slide die hands down die sides of the leg to die ankle. 

• Conduct multiple slides to make sure coverage of the 
entire back of the leg (do not reach around to the front 
of the leg). 

• Repeat the process for the other leg. 


VVAKMNG;Thk* recordcotlUina Sc reiU rcSecurity InfonmUon that li controlled under 49CFR ports 15 and 1520 No 
port of this rrcord may be disclosed to persons without a *need to knot?,* ns defined in 49 CFR Parts 15 end 1520, 
ocwpt with the v*h tten p oorinio o of the Administrator of the Transportation Security Administration or the Secretary 
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After searching the waistline, move down to the groin area. 

Be sure to ask the individual to raise the pants as high as 
possible if the pants are loose and baggy. The same procedure 
applies to both males and females. 

• Use the back o f both hands, held horizontally, to s lide 
alone the sides 


Teaching Point: If a disability or # 

medical condition prevents an 

individual from doing this • Search either one side or both sides at the same time, 

unassisted, ask for the 

individual's permission before • Look for signs that an item may be hidden in the area, 

assisting to raise the pants. 


Teaching Point: Remind 
participants of the Step Forward 
Method Stance for individuals 
wearing skirts or dresses. 


Slitie 45: I.eg 



Teaching Point: The pocket and 
hip areas are non-sensitive and 
should be screened with the front 
of the hand. 

Teaching Point: If a disability or 
medical condition prevents an 
individual from doing this 
unassisted, ask for the 
individual's permission before 
assisting to raise tire pants. 


After searching the groin area, use the front of the hands to 
search the leg area. Be sure to ask the individual to raise the 
pants as high as possible if the pants are loose and baggy. 

Search the front pf the legs by completing the following: 

* With die palms touching the legs, place one hand on 
the hip and the other hand on the upper inner thigh. 

* Carefully move the hand on the inner thigh upward 
where the leg and torso meet. 

* Slide die hands down the sides of the leg to die ankle, 

* Conduct multiple slides to make sure coverage of die 
entire front of the leg (do not reach around to die back 
of the leg), 

* Repeat the process for the other leg. 



WARjmC ThU f «tirl«wUimScfl^ to contron^ul««CFR 'f*? N ° 

P ^ofthl»r^ My b f d i *WtopcnK«w,au~t.Wtok»rw.'»da«atol9CFR P«t. 151520, 
except with the written pcnnfcnkm o/ the Admbilxfarxtor of the TreropoiUtiGai Security AdjninlrtrxUari of 
afTrxmporUtian Uneuthohiwl relnwr m«f «*uUtachrtfpen»ltyarotlie*»dt<» ForUS govenwoenlegenckj,public 
dbdamreisjjuvexned by 5 U 5 C 552«nd*9CFR Pxrti 15 end 1520 
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SOP Refresher Training 


• Provide a hands-off demonstration of the sensitive area search in the air, no on the 
individual or on a TSO 

• Demonstrate the pat-down procedure of the upper inner thigh in the air, not on the 
individual or on a TSO 

• Ask the individual if he or she: 

• Would prefer private screening. If yes, move to a private screening area 
and maintain control over the individual and his/her screened accessible 
property 

• Has any implanted or external medical devices. If yes, follow the 
procedures described in Screening of Individuals with Disabilities and 
Medical Conditions. 

• Has any areas that may be sensitive or painful to touch. If yes, use the 
lightest pressure possible that will still allow checking the area for 
prohibited items. 

■ Describe the Standard Pat-down process to the individual 

• Individuals with non-form fitting headwear must be advised of their screening options. 

• Individuals wearing skirts or dresses should be advised of the step forward method prior 
to conducting screening. 

• Assess the individual for items to divest and advise the individual to remove: 

• All items from all pockets (metallic and non-metallic) 

• Belts, footwear, jackets 

• What must we do with items that are divested? 

• All removed items must be x-ray screened (if available) 

• What are some divested items that can be physically inspected? 

- Loose change, hair clips, thin wallets, necklaces, some belts 

Would any of you like to share some best practices on remembering the proper 
advisements? 

Answer: Answers will vary, guide officers by reinforcing proper vocabulary 


JKC 4 Answer: C 
JKC 5 Answer: C 
JKC 6 Answer; B 
JKC 7 Answer; A 


Transition: Lef s take a look at some techniques for conducting the Standard Pat-down. 


1526 NO PART <SF THIS 


WARNING THIS RECOROCOnTA Ms SENSITIVE SECURIITINFORfMTION THAT IS OTOTROLLEO UNDERGO exc6pt w,™ THE WRITTEN 

RECORO MAY BE DISCLOSED TO PERSONS WITHOUT A N6EO TO KNOW. AS DEFINED IN A0 C F R_PARTSi IS TRANSPORTATION UNAUTHORIZED 

PERMISSION OF THE ADM NISTRATOR OF THE^TfWSTORTATION SECUTOTY ADM^RATION OPITHE SECRETARY OF 5 u s C . 552 AND 49 

RELEASE MAY RESULT IN CIV L PENALTY OR OTHER ACTION FOR U S GOVERNMENT AGENCIES. PUBLIC DISCLUSune uuvc 


CF,R. PARTS 15 AND 1520. 




Page 8 of 18 


SOP Refresher Training 



Facilitator Action: Review the following key points: 

• Apply enough steady pressure to satisfactorily see 
that no item including explosives, explosive vest, non- 
metallic weapon or any other prohibited item is hidden 
in the area being searched. 

• When in doubt, call a Supervisor and use your 
resources 


General Techniques for 
Conducing a Standard Pat-down 

mmtkAfi 


'Oerltf 

• far fr i hW mm 


in 


The exact amount of pressure is dependent on the 
thickness of the ctothing worn by the individual being searched. 

Always advise individual before pulling or tugging on an article of clothing 

Always use overlapping sliding motions to make sure complete coverage is 
accomplished 

Sliding motion for all clothed areas except head and feet (utilize patting motion) 
• Watch for Prohibited items 


Let’s take a look at how a SPD is performed. 

Facilitator will demonstrate with the assistance of a volunteer of the same gender. 


Slide 16: Back of the body 


Facilitator Action: Review the following key points- 

• Advise the individual to stand with his or her feet :£ 

shoulder width apart with arms outstretched and 

palms facing upward. ::r 

• Standard Pat-downs should be conducted following 
TSA’s order of coverage. The procedure begins at the 
head. 

• Head - Use one or both hands to pat down any areas of the head covered by hair that 
could hide a prohibited item 

• Collar - Search the collar by pulling It forward and away from the individual’s neck. 
■HMHBHHHHflMHHHHHIsaueeze the collar between the thumb and 


orenngers. 


“Teaching point advise the individual before turning or pulling any article of clothing** 

• Underarm and arm - Place one hand on top of the shoulder and the other hand 
touching the underarm at the armpit. 

- Slide both hands towards the wrist 

- Conduct as many slides as necessary to completely search the arm. 

- Repeat Ore process for the other arm. 

. 

RECORO MAYBE OUCUOSED TO PERSONS WITHOUT A "NEED TO KNOW/ AS OEFWED W 49 C.F A PARTS 15 AMO 1 520. EXCEPTWTTH THEWRfnBI 
PERMISSION Of THE ACM NSTRATOR OF THE TRANSPORTATION SECURHYAOMNISTOATION OR T^ SEI^ART W TRAK^OOTAHON l«AUTK)«ZH) 
REIEASE MAY RESULT IN CIV L PENALTY OR OTHER ACTION. FOR US. GOVERNMENT AGENCCS, PUBUC DISCLOSURE IS GOVERNED BY 5 tf.SC. 552 AND 49 

C.F.R. PARTS 15 AM) 152D, 
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SOP Refresher Training 


- Conduct several slides to make sure to cover the entire back of the leg. Do not 
reach around to the front of the leg. 

- Repeat the process for the other leg. 

^^What are some challenges that you may encounter when conducting the Standard 
Pat-down? 

Answers will vary, but may Include the following: 

• Different body types 

• Variety of apparel and attire 

• Sensitive areas 

• Using adequate pressure to resolve alarms 


What would you do if the waistband Is 


O * 

-,-t 1 \ xf 


Instructor demonstration of the Standard Pat-down: Back of Body, 




RECORD MAY BE DISCLOSED TO PERSONS WfTHOUT A ‘NEED TO KNOW,* AS OEFWEDM « C.F.R PARTS IS AND TTffiWWTTEN 

PERMISSION OF THE ADM NSTRATOR OF THE TRANSPORTATION S«»Jfin]r«)t^TRAT>ONO»rWESEfflETJWW .FJftSSKEfS?!? 1 ii^r^sSJAAOM 
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